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Je. attem - of two 8 excited 
Jlauſe people, who as yet knew 
2 - liberty — 2 are far from 
being ſy dus words. A change 
Mimſtry was in thoſe dark times ſufficient to 
ap clamours of the nation; nor was 
it yet open to the: public apprehenſion that 
all miniſters are compoſed of tories when 
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The American; war forms the oft! 4005 
event which has yet occurred 0 rg 
the-preſent reign: Had gentleneſs and.lenity 
been exerted on that occaſion, on the 
part ef government, inſtead of ſuch deſpotic 
mandates as | now iſſue from the pens: of 
a Dundas and a Grenville, that expenſive 
war might have been ſpared; the trumpet of 
republicanifm would not have ſounded 1ts 
awful tones in America and in France; an 
additional load of taxes would not have ac- 
cumulated our evils till they produced the 
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tion of this revolution, which was applaud- 


ed by all parties till it had proceeded above 

the temperature of our — — ther- 
mometer. Then, and not till then, were 
the treaſury. newſ; ordered to open 
their batteries of 1 nails and agen 


againſt 
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againſt it. But when Mr. Burke „ 
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mere curioſity: Among his numerous an- 

tagoniſts Mr. Paine m be ranked as the 

chief, a writer of ſtrong, blunt ſenſe admi- 
rably adapted to imp A the common mind, 
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the honourable- ſituation, of ſpies upon the 
2 — If the government of this —. 
be: really good, it muſt have ghar x adn 
- tion of the majority, and may reſt ſecure ; 
if bad, this -proclamation only expoſed its 
weakneſs“ Like a Brunſwick, RAN, it 
chreatens hat cannot be. * 
it is a hagulgr feature of t "nes. that th 
of-Europe cannot maintain a 
niſied ſilence, but —ͤ— commit themſelves | 
by expoſing their 12752 8. 
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its influence on the public apprehenſion, as 
t was not to be ſuppoſed that ſuch a_writ- 
ing gould appear, except founded on a cer- 
tainty that there was much concealed trea- 
ſon in France. But when the Pruſſian and 
Auſtrian armies tetreated and melted 1 
when the French republic poured its 92 
into Germany and the Auſtrian 2 
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as an owner of a herd of cattle. might ale: . 


The church cannot be worſe ordered than 
it is; its members either rich and proud, or 
Pave: and mean. That it has not an inqui- 
itorial power is not owing: to its want orf 


_ the moſt ſevere eccleſiaſtical: laws for — 


rpole,. hut becauſe the ſpirit of the 
| nts their exertion. Net, ſuch is 
Its jnfluatce, by its wealth: and craft, char: 
than England As. be our — — theyi:ake; 
numerous, uſeleſs, ſanguinary, and — 


beyond all excels; ht tobe totall 
abroꝑ ea, wich the ri . . 
and legal fictions ow; which they ſtand, 


and ia new and ſimple code fur med, asc 
ſome other counties, adapted to modern 
times. The practice of the law. is fo 
—— that Juſtice -1tfelf is ſold for far 
more than it is worth 1 new courts! ſhould 
ſupplant the old, auh ; 
law be reduced to ohe hundredth af 
its preſent Our red- pen - 
__ res be completely eraſed, and the 
country reliev ed from one half of its taxes. 
Such are the el euils. The chief good 
„ "te 18 plone lage, whekmight ar — 
peo at large, w mi 
ſen ÞYemove theſe and other leffer: — 
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he abolition of monarchy and ariſto- 
in this country would be a raſh mea- 
ſure, and might be attended with far worſe 
evils than thoſe removed. Our conſtitution 
has been long tried, and is preferable on 
that account to untried ſyſtems, which in 
other 3 — be found to fail in a 
very ſhort time. Nor is it conſiſtent with 
the 1 a nation to a 
elde dee great under —— | 


{a ee a ſcheme not yet ſufficiently: 
tried in any large cou and which, upon 
the ce of à few years, may be 
found completely: vifionary, and productive 
of innumeèrable evils“ It is remarkable, 
that Ariſtotle, Polybius, and other great 
authors, who lived ini commonwealts ave 
ever preferred the monarchical form 6 
vernment as the moſt! ſtable and beneficial 
to mankind during any long period, and 
even as the leaſt 1 many are the 
tyrannies of a democra. When the other 
countries of 
governments ir will de fuſſieient time for 
this country to — — it certainly wants 
ner ar: nn kl po foo art iſtocracy d 
u d ic Power, or ari an 
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intulerance may ee appear, and are 
equally to be dreaded on all ſides. In pri- 
vate lile, if you except ſore gamblers — 
jockies, who it is to be hoped will. rc 


| degrade themſelves, leſt they be d 


ont: peers are far removed Fon; the model. 
of the French nobleſſe, and are more mo- 
deſt and humble than our purſe-proud C- 
tigens, not to mention that their minds are 
y cultivated. oy of the [beſt education. 
That ey Oral no occupY their. 
— 1 * eee for 
— wb at ths pub Pre AGF Ine; 
terfere in elections of members of 
houſe, is readily Nor Lad reſaſe 
that * — 2 il you ee 
QIl all 10 e cont AQT: 
for. rms. Our church wake Bags alily-meve 
modelled, by taking 1 rich member 
and, giving to its poor. As to our laws I 
will completely give them up to the xeforx 
you deſre. Hut all that is really wan 
a8 — muſt be preceded, ſo it may beeafilyac- 
compliſned — a reformed houſe of ot 
mons ; and a national convention . 
itlelf bea revolution, an event hot to be 
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Ae 3 to examine if a re- 
vulution could be eſtabliſhed in this country, 
ain France, without a civil war; if all 4 
unt be: worth: a cwil war; and laſtly, 
aut the means not only to avoi — | 
-amminenes-ot- that dreadiulbealamity: but to 


prevent its neceſſny, under the-protection 


af heaven, fon centuries to o . The rea- 
der will, its hoped; pardon the extreme 
brevity with: theſe. ant- points | 
are treated, as this pamphlet is limited to 
a {mall ſize and price, that its good inten- 


tion may bes fore univerſal, (efpeciatly | 
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thrice / waſhed with blood, and after all 
1he/thexſure not be attainable. But as this 
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veauty. Af any men be ſo wild as to con- 

tend for equality of property t — 
worſt enemies of freedom; a dvould 
attend their projects, and mankind would 


wilt for — — of an tto- 


man government. Depredations of pro- 


perty would 1 in like marmer ruin the beſt 
cauſe, and metamorphoſe reformers into 
rohbers. All property is protected by tlie 
laws, and without laws nne d be 
ee 21 cg 31111 25 548913 _ 
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71 . apart, it is y to, be ex- 
8 5 ; a, cuil war gan be avoidedsrif 
either democratic or the ruling party 
adhere to 10 fl the r 7 of their principles. 
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inn, revolution; ob eren 
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the contrary. But in a government accuſ- 
tomed to ſtand upon tie influence of money, 
ag the Engliſſi, and obliged, even by the 
democratie form of the oonſtitution, to ex- 
tend that influence into numerous ramifica- 
tions, in order to ſecure the ſupport of the 
people, p it ; would ſeem that the friends of 
8 muſt * many, not to men- 
tion thoſe who may, from principle, prefer 
nu change. * So that of 
France, is not ſtriꝭtly applicable, as in that 
Aan — 1 e Nere univerſally neglect- 
ed apd deſpiſed hy the monarch; ahd ariſto- 
graqy ant the very exceſsrof the tyrinny 
 WAs, as uſual. the cauſe of its; rapid deſtruc- 
fi Mora ard. rice ach 
dom monarohy and ar Ady, arid: th 
bleſſings evjoyed by-many under our comſti- 
tution as 1 1 ee at- 
tachment of numbers! Though it be grant» 
ed, that many of: thoſe who are now well 
afleRted to our conſtitution would inſtantly 
change with any change, as is the nature of 
unprincipled man; yet as far as informa- 
tion can now be eſtabliſhed there e ry 
reæaſon to infer that the favourers of bur pre- 
lent ſyſtem are not fe and! that though 
the hope of ultmately prevailing upon their 
fide-would be v itil they would make 
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preſent miniſtry; affords an'additiohaPargu- 
ment, as the ruling inſſuence muſt there 
have taken the r root; ſo that, u 
the whole; theres great reaſon to infer that 
a revolution could not be aecompalhedtts 
this country; without that greateſt of Cal 
mities=-acrvil war of fore ration. Jeg 
ert ot att yet d Tin om von 
Such: being the''waſe, the ſecond grand 
e ce all ve want Wworth=a Civil 
ar ae this it is not meant ſolely to in 
fer . ſhould give up 
their cauſe in order to avid d dvi war, f 
meaſure by nd means to/ be en pegHed from 
their neſs of ſuperior ſtrength, but 
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the ſight mah;if they ithe 
pride and'caprice, and thereby plunge this 
country into io horrible à calamity. Another 
th for to the miniſtry, a Is all we a 
from of: ſuch importangeg"that!/yout 
Trather venture on a civil war, thai al. 
ſent to therrights of mhepeople? SLES 
(ON es 161 a8 19 ua 
Hardiy can there exiſt any demorratior 
ariſtoorat,! of oommon principle, ſo'violent! 
as to anſ wet this queſtion an t e affirmhative.| 
On the democratic Tae mul be granted, 
that it would be far more eligible to 8 
our conſtitution to remain as it is, and entruſt 
its emendation to ſome future miniſtry, more 
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conſcious'that the progreſs of government 
maſt keep pace with the illumination of 
mankind; or to — — occafions which may 
W themſelves develope events which now ap- 
pearampoſſibilities, Ft; Vil 199 444 
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far more to be dreaded than a few great ones, 
moving in a luminous orbit, and obſerved by 
the ſuſpicious eye of a hole people. Our 
taxes are great, but few examples appear of 
their being ruinous; they have only at- 
tended the proprels of mop alth, as in all other 
countries and ages: the uitabl. . pro- 
notes — nobles N clergy 
n France, but eve Jman ey 

Kh re tot 9 0 encies of the ſtate in the 
juſt ratio of his ric es. Oppreſſion either ArlS- 
totratic or cler il, is more ideal chan real: the 

ar, the noble, and the biſhop,” Are equal 
eyes of the law. Property eve 


mnt 
1 Ir ee 9 int jence exert 
ed by it in this eountry is far more genera 5 
wtf the gentle, 275 not, of the ſeyere kin 
Nera irh thoſe and many other as 


vantages, there ig no doubt re our . 


tution might admit of the moſt benefic 
terutions; but are theſe 1 improvements 
fur les the dubious experiment of 4 9 0 
cracy, to be put in the balance with the Hor- 
rors-of a civit war? No democrat, . except 
one Whoſe ſanguinary heart would deli 
to derive hotiour or profit from the 91800 
of his brethren, can can anſwer this queſtion." in | 
e., 1 oma 
But let abr. & 0 Wy tata, the TW ing 
K 5 detive a fallacious ſecurity from this 
pro- 


64) 


opoſition, or imagine the lightning of 
pr ae Ko is. dreadful. becauſe 
unattended b thunder... Ta imaginary 
: evils, ma, pots the. moſt. viglent convul- 
fone. 4 4 . 005 rity ot a nation may 

| 18 8 ines, dreadful, toi its rulers as 
e LF, the def 10 res —— 
three k nw Tome unprovemenss 

i 1 con! 1 6 8 n,were 4169 —.— by that, 


a wh ag AUR Proſperity, ſtill 
dur rulers, 11 5 in cgnſcience anſwer for 
che violent diſc cms and commotions which 
may Send 95 har, failure in * 


Poor r woul 7 Fal de nation for. even 
i Nh ala gf that want of confidence 
which ON RES inſociety» in Which a dif 
erenc 7 tenets is attended with 
Ki tl we lence; To) power, all the ſuſpi- 
cion 9 e 7155 were the lives of two 
or three obnoxious iniſters in re- 
vengs : for, indeed, what revenge could 
e to the ee of the 
of ſo x ing, the ſeeds of civi | war—of throwing 
ardent Pirits upon the national flame, in- 
57 if quenching it with the liberal waters 
of Prh dent en? W Wiſdom, dictates that 
the” very cauſes of,, diſcontent, ſhould. be 
extingu ed, and that not only preſent com- 
motion, but the. eſſential ſource of, future 
diſturbances ſhould be removed, that we may 


not N a eee armed againſt oy 
people; 
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often corrode them, till burſting through, 
ſome be l it ſweep all b 


the anſwer of Sir Robert Walpole, to the 
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people; but that'all atiimoſities beimgroot» 
ed out, we meh ſir doun as -brethren..1n 
unanimity. Violent men on either ide will 
never be ſutisfied; but the 1 80 of the 
e e many, will be their 
d : CY * | TITEL ' AI. COULLI ILL 

nt puniſhment. Goyetament, may re- 
peatedly: ere&t and repair their preſent bai 


; 


riers, theſtream of popular difcontent will 


irit ſeems extinct”; but dreadfub is the” b 
neſs which precedes a tempeſt. Men of firm 
attachment to gur conſtitution begin to fear 
that defpotiſm has only paſſed: the; chantiel, 
ard the infamous lavery of the government 
papers fer ſome years paſt ſeems to indicate 
approaching tyranny. Is this prudept. con- 
duct at ſueh n period, or is it infatuation. ? 
Nuos Jupiter vult per dere prius dementat, In 
the name of impartiality, candour, and com 
mon ſenſe, is not this the very time that cnceſ- 
ſion and moderate conduct ſhould be purſu- 
ed, in order to prevent the moſt ſhocking. 
conſequences? It is not yet. time, was 
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diſſenters, and when aſked by a confidential 
friend, when the time would come,” he an- 
ſwered, never. But the nation is too en- 
lightened to be longer deceived Cn ſuch 
puerile pretences; and miniſters t, f. 

their, own ſakes, to uſe no farther Aale, leaſt 


the national voice ſhould put their choice of 


time entirely out of their power, and con- 
vert a merit into a neceſſity. To return more 
cloſely tothe queſtion “ Is all we want 
worth a Civil War? Can our rulers affirm 
that it is better to riſk that laſt calamity, than 
to concede to the nation a few improvements 


_ of qurconfittiution?.. Can they ſay, that a 


Parliamentary Reform, or aborig gment of the 
penſion lift, and of our taxes are to be refuſed 
at this expende : The moſt. Violent ariſt 
cratmuſtanſwer-—No. rare 


Büt the important queſtion 0 — 


What is the will of the majority of the na- 
A Vin N 2.: How are 
the utmoſt limits of conceſſion to be de- 


fined, that neceſſary grants may not be fol- 
dN by:thoſe which, are . till | 


t ſinks, | betrayed by its own 
— 4 a fate yet more ignol . a 
ſubverfion by pen: Wu == 1 DT 

The Plein a. and ly anſwer, to. alt tel 
queſtions-is :—By,.a National Convention, 


ordered to be called by, government 1 
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= Let not this meaſure be deemed too bold, 
for the limitations after to be fpecified will 

moderate its force.” It may at once be pro- 

nounced unconſtitutional; but ſo are the 
evils ebmplained of, and violent diſeaſes of 
nedeſſity require ſtrong and untommon re- 
medies. And it certainly will pfove in the 
end the only ineaſure by wlfiefl, as before 
mentioned, we may not only avoid'the im- 
minence of a civil war, but prevent that 
calamity; under the protection of heaven, 
for berturtes to come 
ratingen 
Ik is an evident propoſition, that ſack is 
the ſpirit of the — and the e 
freedom and reaſon among mankind; that 
the improvements of our conſtitution muſt 
be aſſigned to the people as abſolute rights, 
and not granted in the high tone of en- 
ceſſions. The abſurdity of an architekt, 
who ſhould pretend to rear a pyrutnid upon 
its point, inſtead of placing it firm upon its 
broad baſis, would be nothing when com- 
pared with a Government which ſtiould pre- 
tend, at the preſent day, to gratit charters 
of Hberties to the nation hy whoſe afſent 
alone it ſtands. ' To give complete ſatis- 
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a faction to the people, they muſt decide upon 
© the rights they have to claim; and their 
1, moderation may be truſted, if thus courted 


by the confidence of a government which 
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knows it has nothing to fear from their 
equitable - deciſion; for our abuſes cannot 
by the moſt | bigoted be imputed to our 
proſect rulers, but have crept in during a 
eries of ages, and chiefly by the neglect of | 
the le themſelves. - Any reforms. held 
out by the ruling party will be with great 
reaſon regarded with a ſuſpicious eye: they 
may for a time ſtem the torrent, but its 
future force will only be the more dread- 
ful. But a National Convention would 
prove an univerſal panacea, and unborn 
generations would have reaſon to bleſs the 

znarch who. would propoſe ſuch. a mea- 
ſan „ and commit his virtues to the free 


. 


Wide of a tree,people, 1 

It is, unneceſſary. longer to inſiſt on the 
ſelf- apparent expediency of ſuch a mea- 
ſure, Which alone can ſatisfy all parties 
preſent and to come, and prevent any far- 
ther clamours for revolution, and any far- 
ther danger of civil commotion. Nor need 
the various regulations be condeſoended 
on; ſuch as that the Convention ſhould be 
fairly choſen, by all who pay taxes; that it 
ſhould not, confiſt of leſs than a thouſand 
members; from the three: kingdoms ; that 
no Government influence be allowed, &c. 
but it is indiſpenſable that the limitations of 
this Convention be pointed out, that it may 
not in itſelf he confidered as a aa ; 
* . . * 0 
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| and Commons, and to regard the i oe 
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1. The Convention ſhall be ſolely deli- 
berative, and ſhall not aſpire to the title of 
a legiſlative or conſtituent body, for the 

reſent conſtitution - ſhall ' exiſt in all its 
— The Convention ſhall omly ga- 


ther and repreſent the free wiſhes of the 


e; and a Houſe of Commons, new- 

led as the nation deſires, the King 
and the Lords, ſhall paſs its repreſentations 
into ceonſtitutional daW. 
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2. To prevent any uſurpation of legiſla- 


tive or conſtituent power by the Convention, 


ple who debt, and the repreſentatives 
— hall {wear to preſerve the preſent 
form of our conſtitution” by King, Lords, 


cofvention en deliberative. * 


3: The writs to 8 ſeveral etnies, 
towns, &c. ſhall: be iſſued in the name of 
the King, Lords, and Commons, and ſhall 
declare the Convention only deliberative; 
and any oonſtituent or legiſlative power, 
which deſigning members may wiſh to 
usurp, ne null and of: 0 effect. 


4 The Une of ws fitting ok he Con- 
5 {hall be limited to a few months. 
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5. It ſhall expreſs the national will, and | 
go up deliberative inſtructions to be pre- 
teck to parliament. | oo os 7 


6. Some of theſe inſtructions being upon 
ſubjects of notorious abuſe, ſhall be indiſ- 
penſable, others alterable or diſpenſable by 

jament, A reform in the Houſe of 


mmons, for inſtance, indiſpenſable. The 


indiſpenſable articles ſhall be paſſed into 
law by Parliament and King, on pain of 
the Conventzon's reſuming its functions, 
and paſſing them into conſtitutional law 
itſelf, but without a ſhadow of farther | 


F | . . a 17 1 

7. The diſpenſable articles ſhall be con- 
ſidered by Parliament, and may be paſſed 
into law wholly or partially, or rejected. 


o 
4 . * 


Such may be regarded as the chief out- 
lines of this plan, which would leave the 
nation nothing to fear or to wiſh concerning 
its conſtitution; would unite all parties, 
and ſecure to theſe diſtracted realms cen- 
turies of unanimity and proſperity. 


Friends, Countrymen, Brethren, of 
whatever national diſtinction, whether of 
England, Scotland, or Ireland; of what- 
ever political denomination, whether tories, 


1 


whigs, ariſtocrats, or democrats; of what- 
ever eccleſiaſtical perſuaſion, whether church- 
men, diſſenters, catholics, or preſbyterians ; 
liſten to the ſacred voice of your ny 
| | your common parent, who thus addreſſes 


children. Let not, O my ſons, factious 
licence on the one ſide, or obduracy of 
power on the other, irritate your minds to 
deadly animolities, Oh ſpare me, ſpare 
the parent of your exiſtence and of your 
— tear not my boſom with in- 
teſtine broils! Let the Page of hiſtory record 
the bitter fruits. of tormer civil: wars, by 
| which the national ſucceſs was ſo much re- 

= tarded, and her wiſdom, and arts, and ſei- 
| ences, were for a time obliterated. Eaſy it 
— is to kindle a conflagration, but difficult to 
d prevent its horrid progreſs, Ye who ex- 
ult in your power, and riot in the national 
wealth, forget not the inſtability of fortune, 
nor the bitter pangs of re „when the 
wretch exclaims : Thus might I have done, 
and have been happy | Revere the voice of 
freedom, of reaſon, of nations; revere the 
titude of poſterity; ſacrifice not your 
ame on the narrow | of deſpotic opi- 
nion; dare to be great, to be good. Err 
not as former rulers have erred, and periſh- 
ed; but moderate and accommodate go- 
vernment to the progreſs of national iu 
mination and liberty. . 
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And ye who aſſert the rights, the (overeiginty 
of the people, yore not that ſovereignty 
into tyranny. Proceed not to viſionary ex- 
tremes, for licentiouſneſs i is the worſt enem 
of freedom, and one year of anarchy is 
worſe. than ten of deſpotiſm. Exchange 
not a tried ſyſtem, which has many evi 
but all known and obviable; for a new 
ſcheme, and evils unknown,” and perha 
remedileſs. New, very new, is the bold 
experiment of 'a democracy extending over 
a large country; that of America, that of 
France, may vaniſh - in a few years, and 
what ridicule would follow the imi- 
tation of unſtable examples Be patient, 
and profit by the experience and error of 
others, ered ; in the meantime; by an uni- 
verſal ſurvey of Euro f the world, that 

no country ſtands leſs in need of a change 

than 8812. our parent. But, to prevent the 
neceſſity 0. a revolution, aſſert with undaunt- 
ed minds, immediate and radical reforms. 
Laugh, when Lye hear it | ſaid, this is not 

the time ; as tf at any time men had a title 
to be unjuſt, as if juſtice delayed be not 
denied. Let conciliation, let modera- 
tion, rule both parties: let thoſe in power 
ſtrengthen it, and render it more durable, 
by ern a part; let the others be 
temperate in their demands, and know that 
oontentment is the largeſt ge 1 hu⸗ 


man happineſs. 
I. H 2 E N D. 


